
Ramblers Lake District Area

Minutes  of  Area  Footpaths  Committee  meeting  held  at  Stricklandgate  Methodist
Church Hall, Kendal, on Saturday 27th February 2016

Present
Chairman: Dave Harrison (Kendal)
Group  Footpath  Secretaries:  Alan  Duval
(Penrith),  Phil  Walker (Furness),  Jennifer
Gallagher (Grange) 
Others:  Dennis  Pook  (Area  Footpath
Secretary), Brian Jones (Vice Chairman),
Ian Brodie

1/16 Apologies
Jean  Walker  (Lancaster),  Neil  Herbert
(Lancaster)
2/16  Minutes  of  10th October  2015
meeting 
Approved

3/16 Matters Arising
12/15 Trowbarrow Quarry
BJ - As the time for objection has run out it
is  assumed  that  Network  Rail  have
‘bought out’ the owner of the access track.

22/15 Gatebarrow
BJ  -  Natural  England  are  closing  the
reserve on 12-14 Saturdays per year for
shooting rights. Ramblers say you cannot
close access on Saturdays and there was
some  debate  that  this  also  applies  to
Sundays.
There  was  a  general  comment  that
walkers  are  being  deterred  from  using
RoWs because of notices about shooting.
Suggested they contact LAFF.

4/16 Sharpe Legacy
Marion  Jones  of  LDNPA  contacted  DP
regards  the  ‘Rusland  Horizons  Project’
and will  be putting forward proposals  for
trails/ boardwalks in the lower parts of the
Rusland valley.
Phil Claque has indicated that LDNPA are
looking to fund path improvements at High
Dam and on the bridleway past Swinside,
near Broughton in Furness.
PW reported on his site visit with LDNPA
regards  funding  a  footbridge  above
Tilberthwaite.  There  seems  to  be  some

confusion over the precise location of DP’s
original proposal.
JG  raised  again  the  suggestion  of
improving  the  Cumbria  Way  at  Beacon
Tarn. DP to contact LDNPA.  

5/16 November Ease of Use Surveys
PW - Only 3 out of the usual 6 Furness
surveyors were available so some of the
surveys were completed in December.
Group  FP Secs.  to  try  and  recruit  more
volunteers  so  a  further  training  session
can be held.
For the May surveys DP to advise regards
nos.  of  surveys assigned to each group.
Surveyors from one group could help out
when a Group has an excessive number
of surveys to complete.

6/16 Access
IB - Common Land around Urswick Tarn
has  been  enclosed  into  the  gardens  of
local residents and the Parish council, who
own  the  land,  have  taken  no  action.
Someone who has returned to live there is
now taking an active interest.
Several  cases  of  encroachment  onto
Common  Land  were  mentioned  in  the
meeting.
IB  -  Forestation  of  the  fells  is  likely  to
become  more  widespread  as  a  flood
prevention measure. There are proposals
for fencing on Wild Boar Fell and Warcop
MOD land. However fencing proposals for
Ravenstonedale  Common  and
Stennerskeugh  Cloud  have  been
withdrawn  (LDNPA and  YDNPA have  a
policy  that  stiles/  gates  to  be  installed
where new fences cross paths and trods)
and United Utilities’ proposal for fencing at
Thirlmere  has  been  withdrawn  for  now.
New fencing has a time limit  of  10 – 15
years. 
 
7/16 Lost Ways
BJ - Three members of Lancaster Group
are  preparing  some  100  claims  for
submission later this year. Many of these
are mapping anomalies which show up on



the County Council’s  Mario system. LCC
will have to inform the affected landowners
of any claims submitted.
8/16 Big Pathwatch
Two thirds of the people who took part in
this  campaign  were  not  Rambers
members. The consensus of the meeting
was  that  there  had  not  been  any
meaningful  feedback from Central Office.
Some  felt  that  the  campaign  had  been
badly run.
Neil  Herbert  (Lancaster)  has  put  the
reports  on to  a  spreadsheet  for  ease of
use by LCC. 
DP to ask Nick Thorne LDNPA and David
Gibson  CCC  for  their  thoughts  on  the
reports submitted.

9/16 Case Studies
DP  –  The  Cumbria  Way  to  the  east  of
Caldbeck is closed because of landslips.
DP  had  been  in  contact  with  the
landowner  to  ask  if  he  would  permit  a
temporary alternative route along the top
of the slope using a forest track. Although
he was sympathetic to DP’s request, and
did speak with Guy Timperley at CCC, in
the end he  decided  not  to  agree to  our
proposal.
Bellebridge  north  of  Sebergham  has
collapsed, and whilst CCC have placed a

closure  notice,  they  will  not  advise  the
most obvious alternative route because it
is along a public road without a pavement.
DP is to query this policy with CCC.
AD – The suggested alternative route on
the  original  closure  notice  regards  the
housing  development  at  Appleby.  has
been  withdrawn  and  a  revised  closure
notice issued.

10/16 AOB
IB  -  Crash  barriers  on  roads  have
sometimes  been  constructed  across
PRoWs without a gap being provided. DP
to contact central office to enquire whether
RA  have  ever  contacted  the  Highways
Agency about this issue. 
IB  –  the  extension  of  YDNPA will  mean
that  one  third  of  the  Park  will  be  in
Cumbria.  Would  not  want  to  have  the
typical  Yorkshire  Dales  stiles  with  small
swing gate to be used in Cumbria. BJ to
raise  at  meeting  of  YDNPA  Footpath
Advisory Group.

11/16 Next Meeting
10.30 a.m. on Saturday 18th June 2016 in
the  Upper  Room  of  Stricklandgate
Methodist Church Hall, Kendal. 


